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Wayland Library. 
ITS ORIGIN, : 

The proposition of Francia Wayland, D.. D. 
President of Brown University, made through 
Hon. Edward Mellen, on commencement day of 
that University in 1847, to give ¢o the town of 
Wayland the sum of $500. to establish a Free 
Public Library, provided that an equal sum 
should be raised in town for the same object, 
found the citizens unable to act legally in their 
corporate capacity, in favor of hat object. 
But five hundred and fifty-three dollars and 
ninety cents were subscribed by 208 persons,* 
in sums varying between ten cents, by some : 
school children, to twenty-five dollars by several 
ot the citizens, apd the amount was collected be- 
fore the 10th day ef February following. This 
sum, with the donation of Dr, Wayland was 
tormally tendered to the town and accepted at 
the annual March meeting in 1848, 

ORGANIZATION, 

On the 8th day of May following, a committee 
was chosen in town meeting to procure a suitable 
place for the Library, and also a committee to 
purchase books. Regulations for the Library 
were also adopted. , 

OPKNING FOR CIRCULATION, 

The first invoice of books was purchased June 
28, and the shelves were thence-forward rapidly 
filled with volumes made ready for circulation. 
On the 7th day of August 1850 the citizens of 
Wayland proudly took to their homes the first 
fruits of this most important public auxiliary to 
their intellectual, social and moral improvement, 

This Library systains the honorable position 
of being the First Free Public Library in tho 
state ; and has not only the distinction of leading 


the van in our own Commonwealth, but of the 
other New England States and elsewhere through- 


out our country. 


meena 


| 


ENDOWMENT. 

In 1863, Dea. Jas. Draper gave to the town the 
sum of five hundred dollars as a permanent fund 
for the futare benefits of the Library, Asan ex- 
pression of our appreciation of the generosity of 
these two chief benefactors of this valuable in- 


| stitation we would suggest the propriety of 


ar 


having their portraits, either engraved, photo- P 

graphic, or on canvas, hung in the Library-room, 
Endowments of large amount are not to be 

Butif every one who has one or 


more voluines that they have read and can spare 


expected, 


‘rom their private libraries, and of pamphlets, as 
well, would donate them to the Pablic Library, 
such a course pursued from'year to year, would — 
be esteemed a public benefit. 

STATISTICS. 

The first purchases for the Library were sub- 
sequently augmented by the addition of the 
“School-district,” ahd the old “Social Libraries;’' 
—and during the last year by sundry volumes 
hitherto kept in the Clerk’s office. 

The last report of the Library Committee ( Apr. 
1874) shows the total number of vols. there be- 
Of Pamph- 
lets there are filed in departments alphabetically 


lunging to the Library to be 4782. 


arranged, about 1600, 
At the present date over 300 volumes are in 


constant Circulation, 
ww Jas. &. Drarer, Librarian, 
x Rev. T. A. Merrie, 


¢ Miss Mary E. Reuves, 
\ Mrs. Won. Lovevoy, 
Mrs. J. A. Bent, Committee 


Mr. Jas. Draven. J 
*Seventy-three of these persons have finished 


their earthly cureer. 


Library 
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In this Library we have not only the means of knowledge 
and culture and an incitement to public spirit, but also that 
which honorably attracts the attention of public educators in 
neighboring States. In a recent address by Prof. Dimon of 
Brown University, delivered at Bristol, R.I., at the dedication 


of the public library building just erected there, the town of 
Wayland is brought into favorable notice, by making mention 
of the library of which the citizens of Wayland are so justly 
proud. Ile says :— 

‘¢In the year 1847, before cither the Astor library or the 
Boston Public library had been established, the late President 
Wayland, always keenly alive to whatever might promote the 
public good, tendered to the quiet little town in Massachu- 
setts that bore his name the sum of $500, on condition that an 
equal sum should be secured, for a Town libiary. More than 
the required sum was readily secured by subscription. Doubt 
being expressed as to the right of the town to impose a tax for 
such a purpose, a statute was enacted by the Legislature, in 
1851, authorizing towns and cities throughout the Common- 
wealth to establish and maintain public libraries; thus giving 
the system its widest extension, and securing its most distinc- 
tive advantage. 

‘¢We remember,” he continues, ‘‘ with just pride that this 
benificent and far-reaching legislation which has not only done 
so much to diffuse the benefits of the free library, but has done 
so much also to awaken a popular interest in the movement, 
was due to the persistent labors of Rev. J. B. Wight, one of 
Bristol’s sons, but for many years a resident of Wayland, and 
at that time a member of the General Court. To him belongs 
the praise of introducing the act which has proved so fruitful 
in good results.” 

Words like these, coming from such a source¢ should serve 
to increase our appreciation of the value of an institution so 
productive of happiness to the people, and whose tendency is 
to elevate the character and promote the higher interests of 
the community. 


In behalf of the Committee : 
T. A. MERRILL, Chairman. 
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